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when it is heard from we probably will make another
dash at Vicksburg or Drumgould's. I see the whole
North is again in agonies about the amount of sickness
down here. It is not excessively hot, more than should
be expected, not more than we had on the Potomac and
Tennessee, and our supplies are the best I ever saw.
There is a deep laid plan to cripple us laid by Jeff Davis
who is smart and knows our people well. By a few
thousands of dollars well invested in newspapers he can
defeat any plan or undertaking. Many really well dis-
posed men have come from St. Louis, Cincinnati and
Washington and have been amazed by the falsehood of
these stories. Only one man of the regulars has died
since we left Memphis. My old regiments are all in
fine health and spirits. Some of the new regiments
have passed through the ordeal which afflicts all new
troops. . . . *

"The War Department have not given me any staff,
and yet have taken from me the right to appoint any.
The truth is now as it always was, that persons at a
distance are neglected and those near the seat of power
petted. We have made further progress than any
army, with less means. In Vicksburg we meet our
match and time must solve the difficulty; but so long
as our camps are full of newspaper spies revealing each
move, exaggerating our trouble and difficulties and giv-
ing grounds for discontent, success cannot be expected.

"The new Conscript Law is the best act of our govern-
ment and Mr. Lincoln can no longer complain of want
of power. He now is absolute dictator and if he don't
use the power some one will. ..."lag flying in
